At this time Ralph de Pomeroy accompanied the
Norman duke to England and rendered him such
valuable assistance that he received from him no
fewer than fifty-eight lordships in Devonshire as
a reward for his services. Selecting a favorable
site, not far from the banks of the river Dart,
Ralph de Pomeroy erected thereon the celebrated
stronghold that now bears the family name of
Berry-Pomeroy Castle, the stately ruins -of which
are still visited as one of the most picturesque
objects of interest in the county of Devon.

" The descendants of the founder of Berry-
Pomeroy retained the lands belonging to their
ancestral home until the time of Edward VI,
when at the period of the rebellion of that date
they were seized by the crown and bestowed upon
the haughty Lord Protector Somerset in whose
family they still remain."

October 10, 1849, Mr. Keese married Caroline
Adriance Foote, daughter of Surgeon Lyman
Foote, U.S.A., who, with seven of their chil-
dren, survives her husband. From childhood
Mrs. Keese well knew Fenimore Cooper.

From his tender years to the age of twenty-
four Mr. Keese lived in close touch with the
author until his death in 1851. Afterwards such
near association, affection and ability made Mr.
Keese a veritable stronghold of authentic values
concerning this grand-uncle. After his five years
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